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Top tips for Supporting Your Child to Read [image: image2.png]



We expect all of the Big Acorn children to share and read a book with an adult on a daily basis at least 5 times per week.  
We find that this has a significant impact on the children’s enjoyment, confidence and ability as they learn to read. 

When working with your child:

1. Remind your child to be a ‘Concentrate Connie, Have a go Herb’ and ‘Don’t give up Donald’.
2. Ensure that your child holds the book and turns the pages themselves.

3. Spend time looking at the front cover and back cover, reading the blurb and talking about what type of book it is, what it might be about and if you think you will enjoy it. 

4. Look at the illustrations on each page first. Ask your child to talk about what they see in the pictures; describe the characters, setting and what could be happening. 

5. Model and encourage your child to point to and follow the words as they are being read, identifying letters that are familiar. 

6. Begin to sound out words by using ‘Fred Talk’ e.g. ‘c-a-t’ and then blend the sounds together to read the word e.g. ‘cat’.
7. Encourage your child to identify and point out key words that they recognise. 

8. Re-read each sentence to keep the flow of the story. 

9. Talk about the book as you read to help to develop good comprehension skills. Spend time talking about; the characters and how they might be feeling, a favourite part of the story, what happened in the beginning/ middle or end of the story and how the book made them feel. 

10. After sharing the book, encourage your child to recall and talk about what they have read. E.g. Did you like/ dislike it? What was the best/ worst part? Were your predictions correct? What would you do if that happened to you? Have you ever….?

Please remember:

After sharing and discussing the book, please write a positive comment in your child’s reading record.
Take your time and have FUN! (
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Top tips for Reading Stories to Your Child[image: image4.png]



We expect all of the Little Acorn children to share a book with an adult on a daily basis.  We find that this has a significant impact on the children’s enjoyment, confidence and ability as they learn to read. 

When working with your child:

1. Make reading to your child feel like a treat. Introduce each new book with excitement. 
2. Make it a special quiet time and cuddle up so both of you can see the book.
3. Show curiosity in what you’re going to read: Oh no! I think Arthur is going to get even angrier now!
4. Read the whole story the first time through without stopping too much. If you think your child might not understand something, model an explanation: Oh, I think what’s happening here is that…
5. Chat about the story:
I wonder why he did that? 

Oh no, I hope she’s not going to ….

I wouldn’t have done that, would you?

6. Avoid asking questions to test what your child remembers. 

7. Link stories to your own experiences e.g. This reminds me of…
8. Read favourite stories over and over again. Encourage your child to join in with the bits that they know. 

9. Read with enthusiasm. Don’t be embarrassed to try out different voices. Your child will love it.

10. Read with enjoyment. If you’re enjoying it then your child will too! ( 
