[image: ]                                         Curriculum Plan 2027-2028 - Year A       Class: Sycamore               Year Group: 3&4
	
	Autumn term
	Spring term
	Summer Term

	Lead values
	Respect and Courage
	Hope and Belief
	Friendship and Responsibility

	Key texts
	The Explorer – Katherine Rundell
The Great Kapok Tree – Lynne Cherry
Mouse Bird Snake Wolf – David Almond
Non-fiction texts - Rainforest
	Escape from Pompeii – Christina Baliit
Roman Myths - Romulus and Remus 
Empire’s End: A Roman Story – Leila Rasheed
Queen of Darkness – Tony Bradman
Non-fiction texts - Romans

	Fox – Margaret Wild
Street Child – Berlie Doherty
Belonging - Jeannie Baker
Rules of Summer – Shaun Tan

	Wider Curriculum Experiences
	Harvest Service at St Mary’s
Remembrance service 
Science Workshop – Abingdon School
Whole school visit to pantomime.
Christmas Service at St Mary’s

	Hooke Court residential 
National Science Week - Science investigation
Science exhibition for parents
Samba Workshop
Festival of Performing Arts
Easter prayer service 

	Class assembly
Maypole dancing
Victorian village Museum Box
Victorian School workshop 
Art exhibition 
Whole school performance 
Whole school trip
Summer prayer walk


	SMSC links
	Do animals have a say as much as humans? Do we have a responsibility to protect God’s world?
	How do we support each other away from home?
What do we do if we miss home?
What qualities do people need to show in an emergency? Why do some people have them and others don’t?
	Is making profit the only thing that matters? What about the environment, resources, quality and safety?
Why did Magpie go off with Fox? Should Dog forgive her? How do you know who to trust?


	English
	Narrative plot – survival stories (The Explorer)
Recount – The Great Kapok Tree
Non chronological report – Rainforest
Persuasive writing/poetry – Mouse Bird Snake Wolf




	Playscript writing – Romulus and Remus
Recount writing (Hooke Court)
Narrative settings – Escape from Pompeii
Poetry/Character description – Empire’s End

	Persuasive letters - Belonging
Recount – diary writing – Street Child
Fox – Narrative – plot/dialogue - creating an ending
Poetry – Rules of Summer


	Science
	Light
States of Matter 

	Science Fair
Electricity


	Plants
Animals including humans - Skeletons

	
	Light
1. Know that we need light in order to see things
1. Know that darkness is the absence of light
1. Know that some objects create light and some objects reflect light
1. Know that light from the sun can be dangerous and how to protect yourself
1. Know that shadows are formed when a solid object blocks the light
1. Know that shadows change size depending how far they are from the light source.

States of Matter
1. Recap the different types of materials, wood, plastic, metal, glass, water, rock etc.
2. Know how to differentiate between solids, liquids and gasses.
3. Know that heating some materials causes them to melt and evaporate
4. Know that cooling some materials causes them to condense/freeze/solidify
5. Know the boiling and melting point of water
6. Know that not all materials can change state 
7. Know that different materials change state at different temperatures
8. Know that the rate of evaporation can change due to various factors
	Science Fair – Term 3

Electricity 
1. Know what is meant by electricity
2. Know the word appliances and what household appliances run on electricity
3. Know that different devices use different amounts of electricity to work
4. Know that electricity runs in a loop and know how to make a circuit using cells, wires, bulbs, switches and buzzers
5. Know that a switch opens and closes the circuit and recognises switches used in ‘the real world’
6. Know that there is a financial and climate cost to the use of electricity
7. Know how humans keep safe around electricity
8. Know the terms conductor and insulator and name some conductors and insulators of electricity.
	Plants
1. Recap different parts of a plant e.g. roots, stem, leaves and flowers. 
1. Know that roots are used to anchor a plant and provide it with water and nutrients.
1. Know that the stem transports water from the roots to the leaves.
1. Know that all plants have leaves.
1. Know that a plant needs air, light, water, nutrients from soils and room to grow
1. Know what plants need to grow varies depending on the species.

Animals including humans - Skeletons
1. Know that animals, including humans have skeletons and muscles.
2. Know how a skeleton is used for support, protection and movement.
3. Know that different animals have different types of skeletons.
4. Know that bones grow.
5. Know that muscles and skeletons need nutrients to keep them healthy.


	History
	Know about a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history - Maya civilization.  

Why were the Maya a significant civilization?

	What impact did the Roman invasion have on Britain? What is the legacy of Roman culture in Britain today? 

Know about the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain

How did life in Britain change when the Romans left? 

Know about Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots

	Local history study - Victorians focus. 

What was Buckland like during Victorian times? 



	History knowledge

See key concepts plan

	1. Know where the Ancient Maya lived
2. Know where and when the remains of the Maya ruins were discovered by the Spanish Conquistadors
3. Know how the Maya civilisation developed over time (2500 BC– 900 AD
4. Know about the city states of the Maya and how society was organised.
5. Know about Maya religion and beliefs
6. Know about Maya writing and their three calendars
7. Know about life in Maya times and the first ever ball game – Pok-ta-Pok
8. Know how to evaluate the importance of Ancient Maya achievements
9. Know about the decline of the Ancient Maya
10. Vocab – be able to explain the words civilisation, native, tribe, war, divine, invade
	(Romans)
1. Know what life was like for the Celts in Britain before the Roman invasion 
2. Know when the Romans invaded on a timeline of Great Britain
3. Know how and why the Romans invaded Britain (including the reasons for Caesar’s two failed attempts)
4. Know who Boudica was and how she rebelled against the Romans
5. Know how the Romans designed buildings and structures to make a more efficient society that advanced Britain
6. Know that the Romans left due to attacks on Italy in 410AD
7. Know how to evaluate the impact of Romans in Britain today
(Anglo-Saxons and Scots)
1. Know who the Anglo-Saxons were and where they came from and that they invaded Britain following the Roman withdrawal
2. Know who the Picts and Scots were and where they lived and that the Scots invaded north Britain (now Scotland) from Ireland
3. Know about Anglo-Saxon culture including art, music, legends and poetry.
4. Know about the spread of Christianity in Britain – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne.
5. Vocab - be able to explain the words- war, conflict, invade, settle 
	1. Know some of the main changes during Victorian times
2. Identify features of life in a Victorian city
3. Know what life was like for poor children in Victorian Britain (link to workhouse in Faringdon)
4. Know that Buckland grew up around the manor house. 
5. Know what life was like in Victorian schools (link to building of school in Buckland 1857)
6. Know about the life of Queen Victoria 
7. Know that many people who lived in Buckland worked in or for the manor house.
8. Know the historical buildings in Buckland are the church, manor, old post office, dairy farm, and the bakery and that Faringdon had a workhouse – walk around the village
9. Know that Lewis Carroll was a famous local figure and that Queen Victoria read his book Alice in Wonderland to her children.
10. Vocab – be able to explain words monarchy, aristocracy, Protestant, Catholic


	Geography
	· Central America/South America/Rainforests
· Using a globe to locate the equator, northern hemisphere, southern hemisphere, the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn 
· World maps – continents and oceans. 
· Tropical climate/settlements in the rainforest/threat towards the rainforest

	· Italy in Europe and area around Vesuvius and Naples. Climate. 
· Map of the Roman Empire – Europe/cities.
· Volcanoes – formation and land use around them
·  Vesuvius as an active volcano

	· The local area: locate counties and cities in the UK. Use the eight points of the compass, four figure grid references, symbols and keys. Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features. Making maps of local area.





	Geography knowledge
	Central America
1. Know that Central America consists of 7 countries: Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama.
2. Know the Maya lived in Mesoamerica which is now made up of the following countries: Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Northern Costa Rica, Belize, El Salvador and central to Southern Mexico
South America/Rainforests
3. Know continents that have areas of rainforests 
4. Know the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn
5. Know the countries in South America where the Amazon Rainforest is found: Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, French Guiana, Guyana, Peru, Suriname and Venezuela
6. Know that there are tropical and temperate rainforests
7. Know the key aspects of a tropical climate
8. Know the features of the layers of the rainforest and identify animals that live there
9. Know about the people and settlements of the Amazon rainforest with a focus on the Yanomami tribe in Brazil
10. Know geographical similarities and differences through comparing The Amazon rainforest and Sherwood Forest
11. Know why the Amazon Rainforest is under threat and the measures taken to protect it
12. Know the meaning of the vocabulary – equator, diversity, tropical, climate, vegetation, natural resources, indigenous, settlement

	1. Know where Italy is in Europe; know capital city and surrounding seas
2. Know the countries that border Italy: France, Austria, Switzerland, Slovenia
3. Know how volcanoes are formed.
4. Know that Vesuvius is an active volcano and how land use has changed/ stayed the same near Vesuvius.
5. Know that the climate in Italy is Mediterranean and what that means.
6. Know how to locate places on larger scale maps
7. Know and use the vocabulary: mountains, coasts, volcanoes, eruption, urban, tourism and rural areas



	1. Know how to locate counties and cities in the UK
2. Know how to find key physical geographical features on a local map (White Horse Hill, Ridgeway, Badbury Clumps, River Thames) and on aerial photographs 
3. Know how to find key local buildings on a local map (church, school, manor house, A420) and on aerial photographs
4. Know the difference between arable and pastoral farming and explain which is prevalent here. (link to Scandinavia)
5. Know how to use the eight points of a compass
6. Know how to use four figure grid references, symbols and key
7. Know how to make a map of the local area
8. Know how to use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human and physical features in the local area 
9. Know how to look after our local area environment.
10. Know the vocabulary pastoral, arable , manmade , natural , environmental , economy 

	Art
	Artist study: Georgia O’Keefe
Female, American modernist painter 1887 – 1986. 

Focus: Drawing 

Skill development: 
To use line, colour, blending, primary colours, secondary colours
To draw for a more sustained period of time.
To experiment with different media to achieve variations in colour, texture, shape, pattern and tone. 

Project outcome: Create a pastel drawing of a magnified, single flower.
Use of colour blending to create detail

	Artist study: Michelangelo
Male, Italian sculptor, painter and architect 1475 – 1564

Focus: Sculpture 

Skill development:  
To develop manipulation of clay (malleable material), moulding, joining, roll, texture, smoothing, weight distribution.
To achieve joining of pieces.
To talk about how work has been modelled and sculpted

Project outcome: Create a clay bust of a Roman man / woman., including hair or headdress, standing with stability on the shoulders. 



	Artist study: Faith Ringgold
Female, American painter 1930-2024

Skill development: 
Perspective, background, foreground, size difference of buildings, use of colour to differentiate between buildings. 
To explore images made through mono-printing.
To talk about man-made patterns, compared with those in nature.
To adapt print as work progresses.

Project outcome: To create a city-scape print with a range of buildings showing a development of perspective, size and orientation. 


	DT
	Textiles: Fastenings (book sleeve)
 
Unit outcomes: 
· Identify the features, benefits and disadvantages of a range of fastening types.
· Write design criteria and design a sleeve that satisfies the criteria.
· Make a template for their book sleeve.
· Assemble their case using any stitch they are comfortable with.
 
Key Skills:
· Writing design criteria for a product, articulating decisions made.
· Designing a personalised book sleeve.
· Making and testing a paper template with accuracy and in keeping with the design criteria.
· Measuring, marking and cutting fabric using a paper template.
· Selecting a stitch style to join fabric.
· Sewing neatly using small regular stitches.
· Incorporating a fastening to a design.
· Testing and evaluating an end product against the original design criteria.
 
Key knowledge:
· To know that a fastening is something that holds two pieces of material together.
· To know that different fastening types are useful for different purposes.
· To know that creating a mock-up (prototype) of their design is useful for checking ideas and proportions.



	Construction and Structures:
Pavilions
 
Unit outcomes: 
· Produce a range of free-standing frame structures of different shapes and sizes.
· Design a pavilion that is strong, stable and aesthetically pleasing.
· Select appropriate materials and construction techniques to create a stable, free-standing frame structure.
· Select appropriate materials and techniques to add cladding to their pavilion.
 
Key Skills: 
· Designing a stable pavilion structure that is aesthetically pleasing and selecting materials to create a desired effect.
· Building frame structures designed to support weight.
· Creating a range of different shaped frame structures.
· Making a variety of free-standing frame structures of different shapes and sizes.
· Selecting appropriate materials to build a strong structure and for the cladding.
· Reinforcing corners to strengthen a structure.
· Creating a design in accordance with a plan.
· Learning to create different textural effects with materials.
 
Technical knowledge:
· To understand what a frame structure is.
· To know that a ‘free-standing’ structure is one that can stand on its own.
· To know that a pavilion is a decorative building or structure for leisure activities.
· To know that cladding can be applied to structures for different effects.
· To know that aesthetics are how a product looks.
 


	Cooking and nutrition: Eating seasonally (making a seasonal tart)
 
Unit outcomes:
· Explain that fruits and vegetables grow in different countries based on their climates and identify which grow where.
· Understand that seasonal fruits and vegetables grow in a given season and that eating them in season positively affects the environment.
· Identify which foods grow in which season and find recipes that contain seasonal foods.
· Know that importing food impacts the environment.
· Identify the equipment used to prepare food and explain why food needs to be prepared safely.
· Describe the taste of various fruits and vegetables and identify flavours.
· Design a seasonal dish and describe the ingredients’ nutritional benefits.
· Evaluate the dishes and give and receive feedback to identify strengths.
 
Key Skills:
· Describing how climate affects where foods grow.
· Identifying seasonal ingredients from the UK.
· Tasting seasonal ingredients.
· Describing the texture and flavour of ingredients.
· Peeling foods by hand or with a peeler.
· Cutting ingredients safely.
· Choosing ingredients based on a design brief.
· Following the instructions within a recipe.
· Describing the benefits of seasonal fruits and vegetables and their impact on the environment.
 
Technical knowledge:
· That seasonal means foods that grow in a given season in a given country.
· Some seasonal foods that grow in the UK and what season they grow in.
· That eating seasonal foods can have a positive impact on the environment.
· How to describe the flavour and texture of foods.
· How to cut and peel safely.
· That the appearance of food is as important as taste.
· That similar coloured fruits and vegetables often have similar nutritional benefits.

	Computing
	Focus: Internet safety

Key knowledge:
· Know search engines can provide answers in all areas of the national curriculum
· Know cyberbullying is online bullying
· Know that cyberbullying can happen via a range of devices
· Know that safe people are there if cyberbullying occurs
· Know that online messages can be hurtful
· Know that passwords are critical in everyday life
· Know that longer passwords are generally safer
· Know the Internet has privacy settings which can be adjusted
· Know the Internet has many positive and negatives things
· Know that it can be dangerous to share other people’s information
· Know that abiding by the school’s e-safety rules will keep a child safe.

Focus: Creating Media (Audio Editing

Key knowledge:
· Know that sounds can be recorded by pressing buttons to start/stop recordings. 
· Know where a microphone is on a device.
· Know effects can be played to a section of audio
· Know how to locate recorded audio and play it back.
· Know how to save and export an audio file.




	Focus:  Programming A (Sequence in music)

Key knowledge: 
· Know that programs start because of an input
· Know what a sequence is
· Know that a program includes sequences of commands
· Know that the order of commands can affect a program’s output
· Know that different sequences can achieve the same or different outputs


Focus: Data and Information (Data Logging)

Key knowledge: 
· Know that questions can be answered from reviewing data
· Know that sensors are input devices
· Know that a digital device collects data automatically
· Know that a sensor can be used as an input device for data collection
· Know that a data logger captures ‘data points’ from sensors over time
· Know that you can export information in different formats
	Focus:  Creating Media (Photo Editing)

Key knowledge:
· Know that a computer can manipulate images
· Know that images can be changed for different purposes
· Know the most appropriate tool for a particular purpose
· Know that all images are not real
· Know that changes made to a photo can change its impact


Focus: Programming B (Events and Actions)

Key knowledge: 
· Know that programs start because of an input
· Know what a sequence is
· Know that a program includes sequences of commands
· Know that the order of commands can affect a program’s output
· Know that different sequences can achieve the same or different outputs



	PE (Val Sabin )
	T1 
1. Gym – Y3 L/M
2. Tag Rugby – PSG Y4 
Unit 3

T2 
1. Dance – Y3 Unit 1
2. Netball – PSG Y3 Unit 3

	T3
1. Gym – Y4 P/Q 
2. Dodgeball (team building) 

T4
1. OAA – Y3 
2. Badminton
	T5 
1. Dance – Y4 Unit 2/ Maypole
2. Swimming

T6 
1. Athletics -   Y4 Unit 1
2. Rounders – PSG Y3 Unit 4


	RE - Oxford Diocese (OD) scheme and Understanding Christianity (UC)
	T1 What do Muslims believe about God and where did Islam start? (OD)

T2 What kind of world did Jesus want? (UC) 
	T3 What is the Qur’an and why do many Muslims try to learn it by heart? (OD)

T4 Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good Friday’? (UC)


	T5 When Jesus left, what was the impact of Pentecost? (UC)

T6 Does it matter if a story is true or not? (OD)

	PSHE 
(Jigsaw)


	T1 Being Me in my World

T2 Celebrating Difference
	T3 Dreams and Goals

T4 Healthy Me
	T5 Relationships

T6 Changing Me

	Music (Charanga English Model Music Curriculum)
	
Developing Notation Skills
How does music bring us closer together?

Enjoying Improvisation
What stories does music tell us about the past?
	
Composing using your imagination
How does music make the world a better place?

Sharing Musical Experiences
How does music help us to get to know our community?
	
Learning more about music styles
How does music make a difference to us every day?

Summer production

	French (La Jolie Ronde)
	
T1 Numbers 0 – 10, greetings and saying how you are, classroom instructions 
T2 Ask for and state age, Nativity, Father Christmas 

	T3 Days of the week, months of the year, colours 
T4 Verb – est, connective – et, names of fruit, food items, Easter 
	T5  Dates, birthdays , Alphabet, Spelling a Name
T6  Duolingo French 



Maths is planned using White Rose schemes. PSHE is planned from the Jigsaw scheme. Computing is planned using the Teach Computing scheme. Music is from Charanga. PE is using Val Sabin schemes.
                                Small school, big hearts. Wise, responsible and kind like the Good Samaritan.
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