
Beech Class - Reading spine  
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Year A – Belief, Respect, Trust Hope and Happiness Friendship, cooperation, responsibility 

Harry the poisonous 
centipede by Lynne 
Reid Banks 

 
 
 
 
 

Themes: Courage, 
loyalty and friendship 
 
Outcome: story 
writing/character 
descriptions 
Purpose: to entertain 

The Bugliest Bug by 
Carole Diggery Shields  
 

Outcome: poetry  
Purpose: to entertain 
 

The Mousehole Cat by 
Antonia Barber  
 

Themes: Community, 
courage and loyalty 
 
Outcome: Diary writing 
Purpose: to entertain 
 

The Little Peacock’s gift 
retold by Cherry 
Denman 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: generosity; 
kindness 
 
Chinese folktale 
 
Outcome: Story retell 
Purpose: to entertain 

The Hodgeheg by Dick 
King Smith  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: 
determination; safety; 
caring for animals 
 
Outcome: Instructions/ 
Narrative – retell of 
story 
Purpose: To inform/to 
entertain 

The story of Grace 
Darling by Helen 
Cresswell 

 
 
 
 
 

Outcome: Narrative 
Purpose: to entertain 

The Lighthouse 
Keeper’s Lunch by 
Rhonda and David 
Armitage 

Outcome: 
Explanation 
Purpose: to 
inform 

Man on the Moon by 
Simon Bartram 

 
 
 
 
 

Themes: environment, 
responsibility 
Outcome: 
recount/instructions  
Purpose: to inform 

Beegu by Alexis 
Deacon  

 

Themes: hope, 
kindness, loneliness, 
being an outsider  
Outcome: letter 
writing/short narrative  
 
Purpose: to entertain 

The Lost Happy 
endings by Carol Ann 
Duffy  

Themes: magic, fear 
Outcome: narrative – 
setting and character  
Purpose: to entertain 

From a Railway 
Carriage by Robert 
Louis Stevenson  
 

 
Outcome: poetry 
Purpose: to entertain 

The Jolly Postman by 
Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg  

 
Themes: friendship, 
magic 
Outcome: Letter as a 
character 
Purpose: to entertain 

Fairytale – Little red 
Riding Hood 
Brothers Grimm  
 

 
 
 
 

Outcome: Character 
description/innovate 
story 
Purpose: to entertain 



Beech Class - Reading spine  
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Year B – Unity, courage, peace Diversity, tolerance, equality Kindness, understanding, forgiveness 

The Smeds and the 
Smoos by Julia 
Donaldson  
 
 
 
 

Themes: tolerance, 
understanding 
differences and 
positive relationships. 
 
Outcome: story 
writing/character 
descriptions 
Purpose: to entertain 

The Owl who was 
afraid of the Dark by Jill 
Tomlinson  
 

 
 
 
 

Themes: overcoming 
fears;  growing and 
changing 
 
Outcome: letter 
writing/report on owls 
Purpose: to 
entertain/to inform 

One Day on our Blue 
Planet – in the 
Savannah by Ella Bailey 

 
 
Themes: Animals and 
habitats 
 
Outcome: retell the 
story/report on an 
animal 
Purpose: to 
entertain/to inform 
 

One Plastic Bag by 
Miranda Paul 
 

 
Themes: The 
environment, 
community, positive 
change 
 
Outcome: explanation 
text 
Purpose: to inform 

The Robot and the 
Bluebird by David 
Lucas 

Themes: kindness, 
generosity, friendship 
 
Outcome: retell of 
story 
Purpose: to entertain 
 

The Iron Man by Ted 
Hughes 
 

 
 
Outcome: narrative – 
description/instruction 
writing 
Purpose: to 
entertain/to inform 

Goldilocks – fairytale 
 

 
 
Themes: respect, 
family, greed 
Outcome: retell of 
story  
Purpose: to entertain 

The Great Fire of 
London by Emma 
Adams 

 
Non-fiction - History of 
London information 
book  

George’s Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl 
 
Themes: life experience, discovery 
Outcome: letter writing/character 
description 
Purpose: to entertain 

Dogger by Shirley Hughes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: family, feelings, friendship, toys 
Outcome: diary writing/retell of story 
Purpose: to entertain 
 

 


