
Sycamore Class - Reading spine  
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Cycle 1 – Belief, Respect, Trust Hope and Happiness Friendship, cooperation, responsibility 

The Explorer by 
Katherine Rundell  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Themes: friendship, 
the environment, 
survival 
 
Outcome: survival 
story with setting focus 
Purpose: to entertain 

The Great Kapok Tree 
by Lynne Cherry  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: habitat loss, 
interdependence, 
wildlife protection 
 
Outcome: diary entry 
(recount)  
Purpose: to entertain 
 

Romulus and Remus – 
A Roman Myth (various 
interpretations 
explored) 

 
 
 

Themes: overcoming 
adversity, conflict 
 
Outcome: Playscripts 
Purpose: to entertain 
 

Escape from Pompeii 
by Christina Balit 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: friendship, 
natural disaster, hope 
 
Outcome: Narrative - 
Setting focus 
Purpose: to entertain 

Belonging by Jeannie 
Baker 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: environment, 
urban sprawl, change, 
hope 
 
Outcome: Persuasive 
letter 
Purpose: to inform 

Fox by Margaret Wild 

 
Themes: friendship, 
loyalty, jealousy 
 
Outcome: Narrative – 
character 
focus/creating an 
ending 
Purpose: to entertain 
 

Mouse Bird Snake Wolf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: feelings, friendship, animals and 
habitats 
Outcome: Poetry  
Purpose: to entertain 
 

Empire’s End by Leila 
Rasheed (Class reader) 
 

 
 
Themes: belonging, 
courage, identity 
 

Queen of Darkness by 
Tony Bradman (Class 
reader) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: danger, 
vengeance, courage 
and kindness 
 

Street Child by Berlie  
Doherty 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: injustice, 
poverty, child labour 
Outcome: Diary writing 
Purpose: to inform 
 
 

Rules of Summer by 
Shaun Tan 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Themes: friendship, 
breaking rules 
Outcome: Poetry 
Purpose: to entertain 
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Autumn Spring Summer 

Cycle 2 – Unity, courage, peace Diversity, tolerance, equality Kindness, understanding, forgiveness 

Planet in a Pickle Jar by 
Martin Stanev 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: environment, 
working together, 
prejudice 
 
Outcome: setting 
description  
Purpose: to entertain 

Arthur and the Golden 
Rope by Joe Stanton  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: overcoming 
fears; determination 
and perseverance 
 
Outcome: diary entry 
Purpose: to entertain 
 

The Firework-Maker’s 
daughter by Philip 
Pullman 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: good vs evil, 
greed, poverty, 
traditions 
Outcomes: 
instructions/narrative  
Purpose: to inform/to 
entertain 

The History Detective 
investigates. The Shang 
Dynasty.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outcomes: recount – 
Ashmolean visit 
 
Purpose: to inform  

The story of 
Tutankhamun by 
Patricia Cleveland-Peck 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: exploration, 
legacy 
 
Outcomes: Fact file 
Purpose: to inform 
 

Secrets of a Sun King 
by Emma Carroll 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Themes: friendship, 
family, secrets, trust 
 
Outcome: News report 
Purpose: To inform 

How to train a dragon 
by Cressida Cowell 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Themes: friendship, 
courage, self-discovery 
Outcome: non-
chronological report 
and instruction writing  
Purpose: to inform 
 

Winter poems  
 

 
 
Outcome: poetry  
Purpose: to entertain 

Varjak Paw by SF Said 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Themes: rebellion, perseverance, courage, family 
 
Outcome: diary entry   
Purpose: to entertain 

The Magic Box by Kit Wright 
 

 
 
Themes: imagination, memories, dreams 
 
Outcome: poetry 
Purpose: to entertain 
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