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STRAND A: TEACHING AND LEARNING 
ABOUT RIGHTS

Examples of evidence includes:

• Example of weekly Rights Respecting assemblies

• Planning example which includes Rights

• Newsletter section about Rights

• Learning about Rights in Circle Time 

• Communication with parents

• Homework example about Children’s Rights

• Displays



Last year, we explored a range of 
topics in our weekly Rights Respecting 
Worships. This has included reading 
Wonderbooks from Save the Children. 
Each of these stories is a real-life sto. 
They are an excellent way to learn 
about equality and diversity. The 
children at Buckland have thought 
carefully about which rights the 
individual stories link to and how their 
own lives are similar or different to 
the children in the stories. These 
books help young children to learn 
about some challenging subject 
matter e.g. disaster or war in an age-
appropriate way; it also helps them to 
develop empathy through 
understanding how challenging life 
can be for other children around the 
world. 

Right’s Respecting School’s worship plan 2025-26

Newsletter message – part of our Black History Month worships



Highlighting the 
incredible work of 
Black Female 
scientists. This 
was also 
celebrated during 
Black History 
month in our 
Rights Respecting 
Worships. 

In our daily worships, we have 
explored a wide range of topics 
including equality and equity. 

Example of weekly communication about 
our Wednesday Mental Health assemblies. 



Examples of planning – topic web (which goes home to parents) 
including Rights the class will be focusing on and Medium-Term 
plans including rights linked to our termly values. 



During Anti-Bullying Week, Buckland engaged in a 
range of activities to promote kindness, inclusion and 
respect, beginning with Odd Socks Day and the theme 
‘Power for Good’. Through collective worship and 
classroom discussions, pupils explored how their 
actions can positively impact others, learning to 
recognise bullying and the importance of being 
proactive in supporting one another. This work 
reflects our commitment to the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, particularly 
Article 19 (the right to be protected from harm) and 
Article 12 (the right to express views and be heard). 
Pupils demonstrated a strong understanding of their 
role in creating a safe, inclusive environment, showing 
empathy, respect and a shared responsibility to 
uphold the rights of others across the school 
community.

During Pupil Parliament Week, our older pupils explored the role of 
Members of Parliament and how decisions are made at a local and 
national level. In collective worship, KS1 and KS2 watched a film 
about the work of MPs and reflected on how young people can 
ensure their voices are heard. As a Rights Respecting School, this 
learning is central to our commitment to the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, particularly Article 12 (the 
right to express views and be taken seriously) and Article 13 (the 
right to freedom of expression). Pupils demonstrated strong agency 
by identifying issues that matter to them and taking action, with 
Dahlia and Laura independently writing thoughtful letters to their 
local MP, Charlie Maynard, to share their concerns and ideas. This 
work highlights how pupils are empowered to understand 
democratic processes and actively contribute to change within their 
community.
Our Year 5/6 class visited Parliament in September 2024 - we will 
hopefully be returning this Autumn. 



Emergency Services Day 

Our whole school took part in an Emergency Services Day, 
where pupils from all classes had the opportunity to meet 
visitors from the Fire, Police and Ambulance services. Children 
learned about the important roles these services play in 
keeping people safe, asking questions and exploring how they 
help protect our community. This experience links to the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
particularly Article 24 – Every child has the right to the best 
possible health. The event helped pupils understand how 
emergency services uphold this right and support everyone’s 
safety and wellbeing. Our Year 5/6 children took part in a Fire 

Safety workshop – 
The children now know that the ‘triangle of fire’ is a 
combination of fuel, heat and oxygen. A video was also 
shown to the class when a match, that had been lit, had 
been left down the side of the sofa. The fire service 
recommend that we test our smoke alarms on ‘Test it 
Tuesday’.



Example of communication with parents - from 
school newsletter 

In our Rights Respecting after-school club, KS1 children 
explored stories from Save the Children to learn about the 
lives of others. They enjoyed matching the characters' 
experiences to specific rights, such as the right to go to school 
and the right to be healthy. By talking about these stories, our 
younger pupils began to understand how rights look in the real 
world while developing their sense of kindness and empathy.



My Happy Mind Mental Health Week

We have recently started using My Happy Mind across the 
school and it has already become an important part of our 
Rights Respecting journey. It is helping children understand 
their feelings, manage worries and build positive 
relationships with others. Through the programme, pupils 
learn that their mental health and wellbeing matter and 
that everyone has the right to feel safe, heard and ready to 
learn. This links closely to Articles 24, 28 and 29 of the 
UNCRC. My Happy Mind is helping us create a calm, 
supportive environment where children feel valued, use 
their voice confidently and are able to thrive both in and out 
of the classroom.



Forest school 

Children in Acorns and Beech class (Y1/2)  attend 
weekly Forest School sessions. They choose activities 
that they are interested in and direct their own 
learning. 



STRAND B: TEACHING AND LEARNING 
THROUGH RIGHTS

Examples of evidence includes:
• Examples of Children’s Rights
• OPAL play
• Photographs of Class Charters 
• Work on Campaigns/School Council
• School policies that include Rights
• Example of children’s work from across the curriculum linked to Rights 
• SDP with links to Rights
• Policy example including Rights 



OPAL - The Right to Play  
Our school has recently joined the OPAL programme to enhance 
the quality of play for all pupils. OPAL supports our commitment 
to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
particularly Article 31, which recognises every child’s right to 
rest, leisure and play. Through OPAL, we have developed more 
inclusive, creative and child-led play opportunities, ensuring all 
pupils can access a rich and varied play experience. This 
approach also strengthens other rights, such as Article 12 
(respect for children’s views), as pupils are actively involved in 
shaping their play environment, and Article 15 (freedom of 
association), as children collaborate and socialise during play. By 
embedding OPAL within our school, we are creating a more 
inclusive, rights-respecting environment where every child’s 
wellbeing and voice are valued.

Extract from OPAL Play Policy



Charters  



Pupil Voice Conference and Play Leaders

The school council visited the Corn Exchange in Faringdon, where they 
met with school councils from across the trust. Our SC talked about 
projects and activities they are currently working on; they listened to 
other schools' presentations and then discussed some key aspects of 
Rights Respecting Work. Our group focused on fairness – they gave 
examples of what we currently do in school to promote fairness e.g. 
everyone in Year 5/6 gets a chance to support in Acorns; all children 
are celebrated in achievement assemblies. They also discussed what 
we could work on to make things even better at Buckland School. 

A group of our Year 5 and 6 pupils  
attended Playleader training at FCC, 
where they developed skills to plan and 
lead inclusive, engaging playground 
activities. This initiative supports our 
commitment to the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
particularly Article 31 (the right to play) 
and Article 12 (respect for children’s 
views). Pupils are empowered to take 
on leadership roles, promoting 
teamwork, inclusion and positive play 
experiences for younger children. Their 
enthusiasm and maturity reflect our 
strong rights-respecting ethos, and we 
are proud of how they contribute to 
ensuring all pupils can enjoy active, 
inclusive playtimes.



Pupil voice
Examples of pupil voice around the school – 
Litter picking – a group of children wanted to start a litter picking 
group. The school purchased pickers for them, and they now regularly 
do litter picking with friends. 

One of our SEND boys who had been finding it challenging to go 
outside on the playground asked if he could start a Rubiks Cube club – 
the school brought Rubik’s Cubes and helped him to organise the club. 
This in turn supported him to regain friendships and feel part of the 
class. 

Children in Sycamore class were keen to start a gardening club, they 
worked together with a member of the community and created a 
lovely planted area for all to enjoy.

One of the girls in Oak class wants to plant seeds around the pond, she 
has brought in seeds for us to use.

Children in Sycamore class asked if they could help sell goods at the 
FOBS bake sale – they made different items and sold them with the 
PTA, helping to raise money for their class. 



Earth Day Example of a child’s 
presentation about 
Earth Day. We learnt 
about Earth Day in 
worship – the 
children in LKS2, 
then did some 
research and chose 
how they wanted to 
present their work – 
some made posters, 
others did 
PowerPoint 
presentations or 
cards. The children 
are always keen to 
put their knowledge 
into action – they 
know that if we all 
make small changes 
it adds up to a big 
difference. 



Eden Project workshop

As part of their Geography work on rainforests, Sycamore class took 
part in a workshop led by the Eden Project – they learnt about 
interdependence through exploring the symbiotic relationships 
between a bat, bee and mosquito and their respective plant 
partners. Using augmented reality, the children experienced the 
incredible adaptations or ‘super senses’ that these creatures possess 
– ultrasonic hearing, UV vision and infrared detection.  They  
considered what humans can learn from the way that nature works 
in the rainforest. We are not separate from the natural world around 
us - we to, are a part of it and depend on it for our survival.



Whole school summer trips

In July 2024, the whole school spent a day learning about wildlife living in the meadows, woodlands, 
ponds and farmland around Earth Trust in Northmoor, as well as everyone’s shared responsibility to 
look after Earth’s wildlife. Earth Trust’s aim is to inspire a community of changemakers who take 
action for people and nature. 

In July 2025, the whole school visited Hill End Outdoor Education Centre, where pupils took part in a 
range of hands-on outdoor learning experiences such as den building, pond dipping, bushcraft 
activities and nature trails through woodland and meadow areas. 

These visits link closely to our Rights Respecting work, particularly Article 24 (the right to health and 
wellbeing), Article 28 (the right to education) and Article 29 (education should develop respect for 
the natural environment). Through these experiences, pupils develop teamwork, confidence and a 
deeper understanding that everyone has a responsibility to care for and protect the world around 
them.



Pond life…

Our school community came together to create a new 
pond area for the children to enjoy and learn from. 
Families, staff, governors and local supporters worked 
together to help design, build and develop the space, 
showing a shared commitment to improving our school 
environment. The pond has created valuable 
opportunities for pupils to explore habitats, observe 
wildlife and learn more about caring for nature through 
first-hand experiences. This links closely to Article 29 of 
the UNCRC, which states that education should help 
children develop their talents and abilities, while also 
encouraging respect for the natural environment. The 
project has shown pupils how communities can work 
together to create positive change and protect the world 
around them.



Example of Rights in a class worship 
presented to parents. 

Celebrating differences examples of work from 
PSHE lessons on anti-racism and celebrating 
differences.



Agents for Change

• Agents for Change academy event -
https://www.bucklandprimaryschool.org.uk/agents-for-
change/

As part of Mental Health Week 2025 – children from across 
the Academy came together to talk about ‘What makes us 
feel good.’

https://www.bucklandprimaryschool.org.uk/agents-for-change/
https://www.bucklandprimaryschool.org.uk/agents-for-change/
https://www.bucklandprimaryschool.org.uk/agents-for-change/
https://www.bucklandprimaryschool.org.uk/agents-for-change/
https://www.bucklandprimaryschool.org.uk/agents-for-change/


African drumming 
and Samba 
workshops 
Our pupils have really enjoyed participating in 
music workshops, including African drumming 
and Samba sessions, which have provided rich 
opportunities to explore rhythm, culture and 
performance. These experiences have inspired 
creativity, confidence and enthusiasm across 
all year groups, allowing children to express 
themselves in new and engaging ways. This 
links to the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, particularly Article 29, 
which states that education should develop 
every child’s talents and abilities to their fullest 
potential, as well as foster respect for different 
cultures. The workshops have supported pupils 
in developing their musical skills while also 
deepening their appreciation of global 
traditions and diversity.



Enrichment 
Children at Buckland School have access to a wide range of enrichment – this includes:
• Bright Sparks Science club
• Art club
• Skateboarding
• Football
• Athletics
• Drama
• Tennis
• Multisports 
• Netball
• Little Muskateers (fencing)
• Little Stars Musical Theatre – please see link for their amazing final production -

https://buckland-church-of-e-primary.secure-primarysite.net/gallery/

Opportunities within the Cambrian Learning Trust include:
• Mini Speaks competition
• Sporting fixtures (we recently won the Girl’s County Football!)
• Festival of Performing Arts 
• Play Leaders

https://buckland-church-of-e-primary.secure-primarysite.net/gallery/
https://buckland-church-of-e-primary.secure-primarysite.net/gallery/
https://buckland-church-of-e-primary.secure-primarysite.net/gallery/
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Korky Paul workshop Korky Paul workshop – the whole 
school took part in a workshop led by 
the illustrator Korky Paul. He taught 
them about the process of creating 
his characters for Winnie the Witch. 
The children drew alongside him and 
created amazing pictures. 



Live Stream from Antarctica –

Our Beech, Sycamore and Oak pupils took part in an exciting 
livestream assembly broadcast from the South Pole, led by 
Robert Swan OBE, who shared his experiences of exploring 
Antarctica and his powerful message about protecting our 
planet’s frozen continent. Pupils were inspired by his stories 
and encouraged to think about how they can become global 
champions for environmental protection. This links to the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
particularly Article 29, which states that education should 
develop respect for the natural environment, and Article 24, 
which includes the right to a safe and healthy environment. The 
session helped pupils understand the importance of global 
responsibility and how their actions can contribute to 
protecting the Earth for future generations.



STRAND C:  TEACHING AND LEARNING FOR 
RIGHTS –  PARTICIPATION, EMPOWERMENT 

AND ACTION

• Examples of evidence includes:

• Photographs of events which include fundraisers

• Copies of children’s campaign letters to decision makers

• Agents for Change ppt

• Work with Rosehill Food Cupboard



Soccer Aid for UNICEF
Soccer Aid for UNICEF gave 
pupils the chance to learn 
about children’s rights 
around the world while 
taking part in fundraising 
activities. They learned 
how UNICEF helps children 
access safety, education, 
healthcare and play. The 
event encouraged pupils to 
think about how they can 
help others and showed 
them that working together 
can make a real difference.



Rights Respecting Schools Conferences 

Buckland has been fortunate to attend a number of Rights 
Respecting Schools conferences held at Blenheim Palace. These 
events have provided valuable opportunities to deepen our 
understanding of children’s rights and to connect with other schools 
on the same journey. The conferences have explored a range of 
engaging topics, including how rights can be taught and embedded 
through storytelling and creative arts. These experiences have 
inspired both staff and pupils, supporting us in continuing to 
develop a strong, rights-respecting ethos across our school 
community.



Rosehill Community Cupboard

Our Harvest Service provided a meaningful opportunity for the whole 
school community to live out our Rights Respecting values through 
generosity, empathy and social action. Families donated a wide range of 
produce, which was collected and delivered to the Rosehill Community 
Cupboard to support local families experiencing hardship. 

During the visit, Liz Spain from Rosehill Community Cupboard spoke with 
pupils about the important work of the organisation and helped them 
understand the challenges faced by some members of our local 
community, where many experience economic deprivation.

Pupils reflected on the Good Samaritan story and considered how they 
can show compassion, kindness and respect for the rights and dignity of 
others. This experience helped children recognise local needs, understand 
the importance of helping others, and see how they can take positive 
action to tackle injustice in their community.



Regular access to local and global news

Children in KS2 regularly watch CBBC’s Newsround – they are always 
keen to discuss and reflect on topics they have heard about. 



Fundraising 
events
Comic relief – organized by 
the School Council

NSPCC Numbers day – 
children took part in numbers-
based activities all day

Poppy Appeal – we sell 
poppies each year to raise 
money for this important 
cause



At Buckland School, children are empowered to exercise 
their agency by taking action on issues that matter to them 
and making a meaningful difference in their community. 
James and Matilda are powerful examples of this; James  
independently chose to support Rosie's Rainbow Fund and 
raising an impressive £791.50. Over the past year, he has 
raised more than £2,500 in total - an extraordinary 
achievement - and has been recognised as the charity’s first 
young ambassador. This reflects our commitment to the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, 
particularly Article 12 (the right for children to have a voice 
and be taken seriously) and Article 15 (freedom of 
association). James’ and Matilda’s actions demonstrate how 
pupils are supported to use their voice, show leadership and 
take positive action for causes they care deeply about.
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